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CHURCH OF GOD
Holiness Servanthood Unity

SERMON NOTES:

2009 THEME: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly ...” (Col 3:16)

Our Vision: To be a growing community of Christ-centred believers committed to
honouring God and sharing His love.

Our Mission is to:
• Build a praying and worshipping community
• Instill a love for the Word of God
• Grow in holiness, unity and servanthood
• Give generously to the Work of God
• Equip God’s people for the ministry
• Reach out locally and globally

SMALL GROUPS (MEETING - FORTNIGHTLY)
1) Pasir Ris Henry Lee (H/P 9696-3134)
2) River Valley Chiew Eng (H/P 9638-1330)
3) Sembawang / Thomson  N.G. Oh (HP 9751-6723)
4) Serangoon / Sengkang Chih Chung      (H/P 9681-4680)
5) Tampines / Bedok Melvin Chan (H/P 9680-7011)

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
Every Sunday morning  -  (9.15 A.M. - 10.00 A.M.)

Adult Bible Class Upper Sanctuary
Design for Discipleship ( Walking with Christ ) Youth Room

WORSHIP SERVICE (Main Sanctuary) (10.30am - 12.00pm)
THIS MORNING -
Sermon:     “CHRISTMAS?”   ( John 1 : 1, 14 )
Speaker: Pastor Neville Tan
Worship:     Lavinia/ Henry/ Lilian      Musicians:  Naomi / Andrew
Projectionist:   Lavinia  AV:   Giselle
Ushers:      Gabriel, Jessica Mustamin, Margaret and Vivien
Sunday School:    Susan, Sai Tien, Shirley and Betty
NEXT WEEK -
Sermon:     “Servanthood and Sacrifices”   ( 1 Timothy 4 : 6 - 16 )
Speaker: Pastor Neville Tan
Worship: Aaron/ Saimun/ Joyce  Musicians:  Carissa/ Melvin/ Steven
Projectionist:   N.G.  AV:   Vincent
Ushers:      Audrey, Betty, Roselind and Shirley Soo
Sunday School:    Christina, Jessica Sim, Serene

SUNDAY BIBLE SCHOOL
Two classes are conducted upstairs every Sun-
day morning from 9.15 - 10.00a.m. before
Worship Services.
Basic Christian Living classes are for new believers or believ-
ers who wish to hone their Christian Living. Facilitator: Sister
Chiew Eng.
Discipleship Class: For believers who wish to deepen their Chris-
tian Life. Studying the topic “Pastoral Care Giver and working with
Adolescents”.  Facilitator:  Pastor Song.

LADIES FELLOWSHIP
The Ladies Fellowship is standing down for 2009, and will
resume on the 1st Thursday of January 2010, ie 7 January
2010.

PASTORAL PRAYER. Should you or someone you know
need prayer, please speak to the pastor or send your email to
chggod@churchofgodsg.com.

LIVING UP TO THE PROMISES OF GOD
But you were unwilling to go up; you rebelled against the
command of the LORD your God. You grumbled in your tents
and said, “The LORD hates us; so he brought us out of Egypt
to deliver us into the hands of the Amorites to destroy us
(Deuteronomy 1:26-27, NIV).
Israel’s long and arduous journey to the Promised Land is a
painful chronicle of unnecessary, aimless wanderings and
squandered opportunities. It could have taken them only 9 days
to travel from Mount Horeb (another name for Sinai) to Canaan.
But it took them 40 years instead!
They had a miserable life in Egypt. The Lord not only delivered
them but also promised them a place where they could call it
their very own – a land flowing with milk and honey. It seemed
too good to be true. So they chose twelve spies, one from each
tribe, to check it out.
What they saw was really true! They reported that the land “does
flow with milk and honey!” (Numbers 13:27). Their covert trip
took them to the Valley of Eshcol (or “Valley of Grape Clusters”)
where the name itself evokes a land of plenty. To prove it, they
brought back some fruit. It was an extremely positive picture.
However, that was a qualified report. They added a big “BUT” to it.
They nervously said, “But the people who live there are powerful,



ANNOUNCEMENTS
WE WELCOME all guests who have come to worship with us
this morning.  If this is your first visit, please fill in the Visitor Form so
that we can keep in touch with you.

DO NOT FORGET TO SWITCH OFF YOUR HANDPHONES!

PRAYER PAGE
1.  Let us pray that as we come to the
last Sunday of the year 2009, our
hearts will be drawn to what the true
meaning of Christmas is. Pray for
Pastor Neville as he brings us this
morning’s message and for
ourselves, that we may be open to let

the Holy Spirit minister to us.
2.  Pray for our Worship this morning. Pray for those who will
lead us in worship, for the audio/visual support group, and for
the ushers and greeters too.
3. Pray for guests and visitors who are led by God to come
into His sanctuary. Pray that all who enter into His house this
morning will leave blessed and enriched by the Power of His
Love. Let us reach out our hands in Christian love to everyone
who comes in. “GOD’S LOVE IS SEEN IN HIS CREATION.” You
and me.
4. Kennard’s parents and aunt send Christmas greetings and
thanks for praying for them and Kennard.
5. Please continue to remember and uphold Susan Hardman
and Cheryl Barton who are suffering from cancer before the
Lord. At times like these, just knowing that there are people
praying for you is the greatest source of comfort.
6. Continue to uphold Sister Alice as she continues her chemo
session. Pray that the therapy will work.  Pray for God’s grace
and strength to be with her and Sister Catherine who is the
main caregiver.
7. Praise God for the safe delivery of baby Solomon. Both
mother and child are well.  Please pray that everything will be
well with Solomon.
8.  Please pray for the Cell Groups, that God will provide the
strength, inspiration and anoint the Cell Leaders and bless them
as they serve. Pray that the cells will play their God-given role and
are able to minister to the needs of every member.
9.  Continue to pray for the Youths, that they will all have personal
encounters with the Lord each day, make godly choices and live
in a way that is a delight to the Lord.
________________________________________________

Memory Verse:
Last week’s:  Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.  -
Galatians 6 : 9
This week:  Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares
for you.  -  1 Peter 5 : 7

PREPARING FOR THE NEW YEAR 10.30pm to 12.01am 2010
What do we have in store for the new year 2010?
After much prayer and waiting on the Lord, we have proposed to
work on the theme:  “Equip God’s people for the ministry”.
In January, our  sub-theme will be “Equiped to Serve -  Redis-
covering our Purpose”. The weekly Sunday topics will be as
follows:
Jan 3   -   Jesus our Model for Service
Jan 10 -   Rediscovering our Purpose 1
Jan 17 -   Rediscovering our Purpose 2
Jan 24 - The Preparation and the Right Attitude to Serve
Jan 31  -  Open - Evangelistic Meeting
We have also invited  various teachers and lecturers to help train
us to be equiped for the ministry.

ADULT BIBLE CLASSES - 9.15AM-1030AM.
We have invited Dr. Suraja Raman to do a seminar on “The Gift
of Teaching” in 2010. The syllabus is as follows:
 “The Ministry of Teaching in Today’s World”
 “The Teaching Learning Dynamics”
 “Creative Bible Teaching”
 “Issues of a Christian Nature”
 “Facing Challenges in the World.”
These classes are open to all members, especially for those
who wish to serve in the teaching ministry. Learn to teach the
Word of God properly and creatively.
**Please register for these classes and commit yourselves to finishing the
whole course.

A BLESSED CHRISTMAS TO EVERYONE. May this Christmas
be a true expression of our gratitude to God for sending us His
own Son to become Emmanuel. God with us.

WATCHNIGHT SERVICE
Come and join us for our annual “Watchnight Service.” A  thanks-
giving service for the year gone by and the welcome of another
New Year that God will bless us with.
Come prepared to share some thanksgiving item to the Glory of
God. Light refreshments will be served from 9.30pm. Come
early and join your church family in a time of fellowship.

and the cities are fortified and very large” and went on to describe
the different peoples occupying there (Numbers 13:28 ff). That
hesitant “BUT” was a disastrous preposition that wiped out all
memories of God’s goodness and power.
They had witnessed the plagues inflicted on the Egyptians, the
opening of the Red Sea, the Lord’s presence in the fiery cloud,
and most recently, the defeats of Sihon and Og, the kings who
tried to block their progress. Those were dramatic rescues. No
survivor could have forgotten those incredible events. But they did!
Consequently, their lives in the wilderness were revolved around
this discouraging “BUT”! That word is rooted in unbelief,
disobedience, fear and the dictating compass of their lives. Notice
their regression – “But you were unwilling…you rebelled…you
grumbled…” and they blamed and accused God of hating and
plotting against them! (Deuteronomy 1:26-27).
Perhaps in fairness, we need to remember that they were people
in transition. They hadn’t gelled as a nation yet, even though they
had received their “national constitution” in Sinai. It wasn’t easy
to go through that transition – from a place of familiarity to an
unfamiliar destination. They saw their transition as a penalty
box, a place for losers and quitters. Their subjugated experience
as slaves had conditioned their collective unconscious – to be
fearful and risk averse.
But that spelled lost opportunities and years of futile wandering.
As the church goes through new transitions and restructuring,
please bear in mind that changes, however disorienting, can be
useful pathways for growth and discovery.  Learn from the lessons
of Israel – don’t opt for the path of least resistance and blame
God when times get tough. Transitions can help you clarify your
priorities and intentions, and re-orientate you to embrace the
heartbeat of God.
As you enter into the New Year, make it your aim to learn a story
about your life with God that you don’t yet know, so that you can
stop living merely to repeat the stories that you already do know.
Don’t let your stories of God’s intervention grow thin, predictable
and pitifully dated.
Part of Israel’s problems was their rebellious and stubborn
attitude towards leaders. They could have possessed the land
earlier. But they didn’t, because they weren’t trusting of the leaders.
Moses was tested and vexed by their constant murmurings and
grumbling that he despaired of his responsibility.
Work in harmony with your leaders. Take this command seriously,
and you’ll see fruits of it — “Obey your leaders and submit to
their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give
an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a
burden, for that would be of no advantage to you” (Hebrews
13:17). I wish you a fruitful and blessed journey ahead!

Pastor Song Cheng Hock

  When God permits trials, He also provides comfort.


